IIO             CRUSADE OF RICHARD LION-HEART

Manned by the best Turks, chosen from

The finest in all pagandom.

They could not get to Acre, and so

Outside they sailed them to and fro

Till they might safely make the port.

But the king set him out to thwart                                        2,150

Their plan Q~ and swiftly on did drive

His galley, till he did arrive

At where they were 5 he saw their craft

Was broad and high and of great draft,

Masted with three tall masts: 'twas not

A vessel that in haste was wrought.

And by the pagans it had been

Covered, one side, with felt of green;

With yellow felt, as he descried,

Was covered o'er the other side.                                             2,160

And all the ship was in such way

Bedecked, as if 'twere work of fay.63

And it was filled with armament

Beyond all count or measurement:

And one man spread abroad the bruit

(Who had been present at Beirut 64

When this ship took aboard this same

Cargo, to be unshipped in shame),

Of seeing arms laden in store,

An hundred camel-loads and more,                                       2,170

Bow, spear, cross-bow, and arbalist

(Hand, wheel, or twisted, as ye list),

62 The Itmerarmm (p. 205) inserts here an episode omitted by the Estoire. Richard
sent Peter des Barres, the commander of one of his galleys, to hail the ship. Those on
board said that they were a French ship belonging to the king of France, but Richard
saw that they had neither French nor any other Christian insignia and was suspicious.
Ralph of Diceto (II, 94) gives the date for this encounter: 8 Ides June, i. e., June 6.

63 Richard of Devizes (p. 425) calls it "navem mirabilem, navem qua praeter navem
Noae, non legitur major ulla fuisse." The capture of this ship is referred to by Hay-
ma rus, 11. 757-80.

ed Din (pp. 249-50) and Ibn al Athir (p. 42) confirm that the ship had
been fitted out at Beirut, which was then, of course, in Moslem hands.